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Happy Birthday 
Freeman
Will and Misti, parents of a little boy, turn their tragedy into 
a legacy of love.  Learn more about their story on page 5

Amy and Lewis never cease to amaze us.  The Palm Coast, 
FL Chapter Facilitators have been a part of SPOHNC’s 
family for over a decade.  Read about how they raised more 
than $20,000 for SPOHNC!
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The Beilman’s 
do it again!

SPOHNC’s Hershey, PA Chapter Makes a Comeback! 
SPOHNC Chapter Facilitators Patrice and Lee Saurman held their first 
in-person support group meeting! The Hershey, PA Chapter at Penn State 
Health Milton S. Hershey Medical Center got to be together after two full 
years of being isolated from one another!

Next Generation Cell 
Therapies Fighting 
HPV Positive Head 
and Neck Cancers 
 
Ricardo F. Zwirtes, MD, VP of Clinical 
Development at SQZ Biotechnologies
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Kudos to The Carleton Group at NY Institute of Technology, and Professor Louie Aragon and 

Kameline Pavez, for the PRO BONO redesign of News from SPOHNC.  The Carleton Group has 

been a major part of New York Tech for more than 20 years. They are the second-oldest student-

run ad agency in the United States, giving students in the field of advertising a true hands-on 

agency experience that will be useful in the pursuit of a future career.

      www.spohnc.org                                                                                              1-800-377-0928

SPOHNC is dedicated to raising awareness 
and meeting the needs 

of oral and head and neck cancer patients 
through its resources and publications.

“TOGETHER WE HEAL”
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Next Generation Cell Therapies 
Fighting HPV Positive 
Head and Neck Cancers
Ricardo Zwirtes, M.D.
Vice President of Clinical Development
SQZ Biotechnologies

As we continue to search for more effective treatments for 
head and neck cancers, cell therapy is an exciting field within 
immunotherapy that offers significant promise.
Though there is broad potential for using cell therapy 
across different types of cancers, we have only scratched the 
surface. The major challenges to the cell therapy approach 
include altering cells without impairing their health and 
manufacturing the modified cells in large quantities.

Because of these constraints, there are few approved cell 
therapy options currently available to patients (CAR T-cell 
therapy being a recent example). These treatments often 
have their own challenges, including long hospital stays, 
harsh preconditioning, and costly and time-intensive 
manufacturing. Additionally, while cell therapies have 
proven successful in treating blood cancers like leukemia 
and lymphoma, they have been less successful in tackling 
solid tumors.

Beyond CAR T-cell therapies and checkpoint inhibitors, 
therapeutic cancer vaccines offer another promising 
method of improving the immune system’s response to 
cancer. Cancer vaccines have been pursued for many 
decades because of their potential to drive a powerful, 
tumor-specific immune response. They are intended 
to prime the patient’s T cells to generate an anti-tumor 
response and/or boost pre-existing anti-tumor immunity. 

However, prior cancer vaccine attempts have failed to elicit 
a meaningful response from a special type of cell in our 
immune system that is responsible for the tumor killing – 
the CD8+ T cells, or killer T cells. This is underscored by 
the fact that to date, only one therapeutic cancer vaccine 
has been approved for use in prostate cancer.

Even still, cell therapies may be our best hope against solid 
tumors and have the potential to overcome the challenges 
of CAR T-cell therapy and prior cancer vaccines. If 
successful, a safe and effective therapeutic vaccine could be 
transformative for diseases like head and neck cancers.

THERAPEUTIC VACCINE POTENTIAL 
FOR HPV+ CANCERS

Human papillomavirus (HPV) is one of the leading causes 
of cancers of the head and neck. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control, HPV infection plays a significant role 
in the formation of about 70 percent of oropharyngeal 
cancers.

The current standard of care, however, still involves treating 
all head and neck cancers basically the same way, regardless 
of whether the cancer was caused by HPV, smoking 

or other factors. 
While tremendous 
strides have been 
made in cancer care, 
particularly with the 
introduction of new 
immunotherapies and 
checkpoint inhibitors, 
only a small proportion 
of head and neck 
cancer patients benefit 
from this type of 
therapy.

There is increasing hope for head and neck cancer patients 
with HPV positive tumors. Next generation therapeutic 
vaccines that are designed to teach a patient’s own immune 
system to recognize the HPV viral proteins in the tumor 
are actively in clinical development.

SQZ Biotechnologies is developing treatments that may 
enable cell-based vaccines to effectively recruit killer T cells 
and aim their attack on HPV positive solid tumors.

Ricardo Zwirtes, M.D.

Find SPOHNC at 
www.spohnc.org
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PUTTING A PATIENT’S IMMUNE SYSTEM 
TO WORK TO ATTACK DISEASE

Our technology 
works by using a 
patient’s own cells 
to manufacture a 
personalized cell 
therapy.

Following a standard blood collection procedure, we isolate 
target cell types and engineer the cell therapy by physically 
squeezing the blood cells at high speeds through a 
microfluidic chip. As they move through the chip, the cells’ 
membranes are temporarily opened, which enables. specific 
cargo, like mRNA or HPV-specific antigens, to be inserted 
into the cells before the membrane reseals.

The cell therapy is then given to the patient through a 
syringe push, and the engineered cells are intended to 
direct the patient’s immune system to target HPV-driven 
tumors (see graphic).

This cell engineering approach has been used to create 
three different cell therapy candidates for testing in clinical 
trials:

•	 In the first approach, a patient’s white blood cells 
are squeezed with HPV-specific antigens to create a 
therapeutic vaccine that we call SQZ® APCs, or antigen 
presenting cells. Antigen presenting cells (APCs) are 
responsible for activating CD8+ T cells – the immune 
cells that track down and kill cancer cells. After the 
APCs are given to the patient, they work to directly 
prime CD8+ T cells so that they begin attacking the 
patient’s cancer.

•	 In the second approach, an enhanced APC (SQZ® 
eAPC) is designed to leverage the advantages and 
functionalities of five different mRNAs squeezed into 
white blood cells. mRNA, or messenger RNA, carries 
instructions that direct our cells to make proteins that 

can treat or prevent disease. The mRNAs squeezed into 
the eAPCs code for HPV antigens as well as stimulators 
of killer T cells. The eAPCs are meant to increase killer 
CD8+ T cells’ response, which may result in more 
effective attacks against the cancer cells. FDA clearance 
to open a clinical trial evaluating this approach was 
recently granted.

•	 While the first two approaches use a patient’s white 
blood cells, the third method engineers red blood cells. 
After blood collection, the red blood cells are squeezed 
with disease-specific antigens and immune activators, 
creating what we call Activating Antigen Carriers, or 
SQZ® AACs. Once delivered back to the patient, the 
AACs act as a “trojan horse” by carrying and delivering 
the target antigen to very specialized cells (antigen 
presenting cells) in the patient’s lymphoid organs to 
direct the killer T cells to attack the tumor cells.

All of these approaches potentially offer advantages for 
patients.

First, these cell therapy candidates can be manufactured 
in about a week, which is significantly faster than most 
cell therapy approaches. In addition, these cell therapy 
candidates are designed to be administered without 
preconditioning. Further, treatment would not require a 
planned hospitalization.

Find SPOHNC at www.spohnc.org
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PROMISING RESULTS

In December 2021, promising data were presented that 
showed the SQZ® APC clinical trial candidate had induced 
a radiographic, symptomatic and an immune response as 
monotherapy in a post-checkpoint inhibitor treated HPV 
positive solid tumor patient (1 out of 5 evaluable patients 
in that cohort). This data was presented as an oral presenta-
tion at the European Society for Medical Oncology Im-
muno-Oncology (ESMO-IO) Congress, an annual global 
meeting highlighting the latest scientific advancements in 
immuno-oncology.

In this case study, the patient had been diagnosed with oro-
pharyngeal cancer almost four years prior. Before joining 
our clinical trial, the patient had received six prior lines 
of therapy, including a checkpoint inhibitor therapy nine 
months prior, to no effect. The patient was unable to eat, 
drink or breathe normally due to the substantial lesion on 
the throat.

With no pre-conditioning required for SQZ’s therapeutic 
candidate, the patient’s treatment journey consisted of a sin-
gle session to collect white blood cells; after about a week the 
patient’s engineered cells were delivered back into the body.

After receiving the investigational therapy, a significant 
increase in the patient’s T cells infiltrating the tumor was 
observed, which was associated with an improvement in 
the patient’s ability to eat. There were no treatment-related 
adverse effects. This has substantially improved the patient’s 
quality of life, according to the treating doctor.

The SQZ® APC trial is now advancing into combination ap-
proaches with checkpoint inhibitors. This combination may 
work synergistically and potentially enhance killer T cells’ 
ability to attack tumors.  

The patient response in the SQZ® APC trial is what drives 
us each day. Our hope is that we can eventually offer HPV 
positive head and neck cancer patients a personalized 
therapeutic vaccine that is fast to manufacture, safe, and 
effective.

Our three clinical trials are actively enrolling patients with 
HPV positive cancers, including head and neck cancers.

The trials are open to patients aged 18 and older with 
recurrent, locally advanced or metastatic HPV 16+ solid 
tumors that have progressed while on the standard of care 
treatment options.

The three trials are running at cancer centers around the 
country, and we will be happy to assist potential patients to 
gain access to these studies. For more information on our 
open clinical trials, visit sqzbiotech.com/head-neck-trial.

We are also always available to speak with patients and 
their treating physicians, and we want to thank the staff 
at SPOHNC for being a terrific partner in generating 
awareness for the potential of cell therapies in the 
treatment of head and neck cancers.

Editors Note: Ricardo F. Zwirtes, MD, is the VP of Clinical 
Development at SQZ Biotechnologies where he oversees 
the clinical trials for patients with cancers caused by HPV. 
He is an infectious disease physician by training with over 
a decade of experience in drug development across several 
therapeutic areas.

“We all need hope and to know 				    How Can SPOHNC Help You?
there are others like us.       
It may not be an easy path all the time                      		     Join a SPOHNC Chapter Support Group
but we can certainly do it. 
Just knowing we’re not alone is a huge help.”                             Connect with a Survivor or Caregiver Volunteer

             			        ~ Pat L.

                                           “Together				  
			                           We  

                                         Heal”

Contact SPOHNC today at 1-800-377-0928 or at info@spohnc.org
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One Family’s Inspiring 
Tube Feeding Journey

Freeman Ellis Staley was born 
April 2015.
He spent 3 and a half months in the Arkansas Children’s 
NICU, home for 5 weeks, and then 5 long months in the 
PICU before Freeman sadly lost his battle with pulmonary 
hypertension at 10 months old. His parents, Will and 
Misti spent every day by his side 
cheering him on. It has now been 
6 years since Will and Misti lost 
Freeman, but they are happy 
to continue Freeman’s legacy 
of love through the FreeArm 
Tube Feeding Assistant, making 
gravity feeds, pump feeds and IV 
infusions easier for families and 
hospital staff around the world.

Freeman had a feeding tube his entire life. While in the 
hospital, nurses were unable to stand and hold the gravity 
feeding syringe, they had other patients to look after, so they 
would always rig it. Tape the syringe to Freeman’s swing or 
the side of his crib, or rubber band it to the oxygen meter on 
the wall, or hang it over his tall canopy crib with a ribbon. 
Rigging the syringe in all of these different places, never fed 
Freeman at the same rate, the syringe was always too high 
or too low making his feed go in too fast or too slow and the 
ribbon over Freeman’s crib was always in the way. Freeman 
would spit up, aspirate, and turn blue. Doctors would have 

to rush over to bag him, having to fight with the ribbon to 
reach him quickly. This was always so scary!

While Freeman was home, Misti and Will needed help with 
his gravity syringe feeds during the day and his pump feeds 
at night. It was overwhelming to sit on the couch and try 
to hold Freeman, hold the gravity syringe, put in meds and 
perform therapies, like holding his paci in, so that he could 
suck as his tummy filled, they had to do all of these things 
at the same time. They needed an extra hand, so they 
created one- The FreeArm!

The FreeArm clamps to many surfaces, flat surfaces such 
as dining tables and side tables, and rounded bars, like the 
bars on a wheelchair or hospital bed, giving every “Tubie” 
of any age a helping hand at the hospital, home and on-
the-go. The arm bends up easily for travel and can bend to 
the exact height above the person’s abdomen where gravity 
feeds are tolerated best, providing a consistent way to tube 
feed in all situations.

The FreeArm Muscle holds a gravity syringe and a 
lightweight pump and feedbag up to 1,200ml, freeing your 
hands for gravity feeds and allowing you to ditch the iv 
pole around the house and while traveling. The FreeArm is 
helpful for babies and adults, especially adult #freearmfans 
undergoing head and neck cancer and ALS. The FreeArm 
Muscle comes in 4 fun colors! Pink, white, blue and green. 
It’s frustrating to not have any control over a medically 
complex life, so being able to choose your favorite color 
FreeArm spreads a little happiness!

The FreeArm Muscle is billable 
for insurance coverage and can be 
requested from several DMES and 
hospitals. If your DME or hospital 
does not currently supply the 
FreeArm Muscle, please request 
that they begin supplying. The more 
requests, the more clinicians learn 
about this helpful product. The 
FreeArm Muscle is also available 
for purchase directly from www.

freearmcare.com. Use discount code SPOHNC20 to save 
20% off a FreeArm Muscle, in addition to the already 
reduced at-home patient pricing.

Through extreme tragedy, comes hope and help for all. 
The FreeArm is sold worldwide with users in every US 
state and over 24 countries. FreeArm instructions are 
currently available in English, French, Italian and German. 
The FreeArm Muscle is offering a helping hand to people 
around the world. The FreeArm would not be here today 
without sweet, little Freeman Ellis Staley.
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The Beilman’s
For Oral, Head and Neck 
Cancer Awareness month, 
SPOHNC chose a very 
special couple as our April 
Champions of Hope. The 
story begins like this… 

In 2011, Sandy Walker connected with SPOHNC.  She 
called to find out what kind of support services we could 
offer to her friends, Amy and Lewis Beilman. Lewis had 
just been diagnosed, and Amy needed help. She was not 
prepared for the caregiver role she was about to take 
on. Lewis had been diagnosed with tonsil cancer, and 
treatment began.  

After being matched with a survivor volunteer for Lewis, 
and a caregiver match for Amy, the Beilman’s began their 
cancer journey, and their relationship with SPOHNC.  
From support, to friendship and beyond, this amazing 
couple has given back to so many in so many ways, and 
they remain steadfast in their support of those who travel 
the head and neck cancer journey.  

After more than a year of scans, 
tests, appointment, treatments and 
follow up appointments, Lewis was 
finished with treatment and on the 
road to recovery. Amy and Lewis 
had already decided that once the 
worst part was over, they were 
going to give back – and that is an 
understatement! 

In 2012, Amy and Lewis started a 
SPOHNC Chapter support group, so that others who were 
traveling the journey could support each other along the 

way. The bonds and friendships that were born out of the 
group have only deepened over time, and the group grew 
and grew. It was apparent to all that this was a very special 
couple.  

The Beilman’s were instructors for an exercise class in their 
Grand Haven community, and in 
2013, they decided that they could, 
and would, turn this class into a 
fundraiser, for none other than 
SPOHNC. And so, the ball started 
rolling…

Each year, the Beilman’s worked 
harder and harder, all while 
continuing to support patients and 
caregivers through their SPOHNC 
Chapter, and while living life to 

the fullest.  They even managed to take a trip up north, 
by car, to visit family. While the family visit is an entirely 
different story (which no one would ever believe!) the 
Beilman’s and their beloved dog, Hero, decide to “stop in 
to SPOHNC” for a visit on their way.  Meanwhile - the 
little village in Locust Valley where SPOHNC’s main office 
is, was hardly along the way to their final destination, but 
they came to see us anyway!  

We had a little continental breakfast celebration in the 
office, and we had gifts for Hero, and a Welcome sign 
on the door. The truth is, we don’t get many visitors at 
SPOHNC, so this was a pretty big deal! It was like having 
family visit, and we were instantly hooked on this couple 
and their beautiful dog.  So special!
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The first Move to Music fundraiser was held and was a terrific success.  There were bagels, raffles, and the exercise class. 
Lewis even made a special inspirational music mix cd to raise the energy and get the gang moving!  The event drew 
a crowd, and the excitement over the planning for the 
following year began almost instantly. Each year, the friends 
and survivors who attended looked forward to participating, 
volunteering, and helping any way they could. It became an 
annual happening in Grand Haven, and even the staff on site 
participated. The Beilman’s have a way with getting people 
on board! 
 
Even though Covid put a damper on the support group, 
and the annual event, the Beilman’s never gave up hope. 
The event resumed this year, and the Beilman’s broke their 
own previous record for fundraising, supporting SPOHNC’s 
programs and services with a grand total of more than 
$21,000. Wow!!!  
 
We count our blessings every day for two amazing human 
beings who understand and know the value of support.  The 
Beilman’s are true “Champions of Hope” and are always 
there for others who need guidance and compassion.  
 
Amy and Lewis, your caring hearts and positivity have been 
such a bright light to everyone around you. It is people like 
you that make life beautiful! 
 
Thank you for helping us to continue SPOHNC’s mission, and our Founder, Nancy Leupold’s legacy. She would be so 
proud of and thrilled with the tremendous support you have given to SPOHNC for the patients and families we reach out 
to. Our hearts are full of gratitude.  Three cheers for our April Champions of Hope...Amy and Lewis Beilman! 

In Memoriam
SPOHNC is deeply saddened to learn of the unexpected passing of Hero. The national office received word at press time. 

We know how special Hero was to Amy and Lewis. Our hearts are broken and our prayers are with them at this very difficult 
time. May God bless Hero as he crosses the Rainbow Bridge.

Do you have a topic of interest that you’d like to see covered in a future 
feature article in “News from SPOHNC”

Email us to today at info@spohnc.org. We want to hear from you!
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News from the 
Medical Advisory Board
SPOHNC is honored to welcome Patrick Byrne, MD, of the 
Cleveland Clinic, to our Medical Advisory Board.
Dr. Byrne joins a group of highly esteemed healthcare 
professionals from across the United States who serve on 
this Board. Dr. Byrne has been a good friend to SPOHNC 
and has authored a feature article for “News from 
SPOHNC” in the past. 

Dr. Byrne earned his M.D. from the University of 
California San Diego School of Medicine. He completed 
a surgical internship at the University of California in San 
Francisco and a residency in otolaryngology/head and 
neck surgery at the University of California San Diego. 
He was a research fellow at the San Diego Cancer Center 
at the University of California followed by a fellowship in 
facial plastic and reconstructive surgery at the University 
of Minnesota. Additionally, 
Dr. Byrne completed 
a fellowship in Health 
Care Management at the 
Advisory Board Company. 
In 2015, he earned a 
Masters degree in Business 
Administration from the 
Wharton School of The 
University of Pennsylvania.

Dr. Byrne was previously at 
The Johns Hopkins Hospital, 
where he served as director 
of the Division of Facial 
Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgery in the Department 
of Otolaryngology/
Head and Neck Surgery. He also was professor of 
Otolaryngology/Head and Neck Surgery, Dermatology and 
Biomedical Engineering at the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine, director of the Johns Hopkins Facial 
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery Fellowship program, 
and a co-director of the Johns Hopkins Face Transplant 
Team.

A renowned facial plastic and reconstructive surgeon, and 
head and neck surgeon, Dr. Byrne specializes in complex 
reconstructive surgery of the face, head and neck, including 
microsurgical reconstruction. He is internationally 
recognized for his work treating patients with facial 
paralysis. His clinical and research interests focus on facial 
deformities, skin cancer surgery and reconstruction, facial 
aesthetic surgery, and facial reanimation. 

A holder of U.S. patents, Dr. Byrne developed a specialized 
mechanism that assists surgeons working with cartilage, 
safeguarding this tissue by preventing its entry into the 
cutting apparatus. He has worked in conjunction with 
basic science researchers to develop a novel regenerative 
biomaterial, funded by the Department of Defense, which 
recently completed a Phase II FDA trial. He also invented 
a Class 1 medical device to aid in nasal breathing that 
recently completed a first of its kind human clinical trial.

Dr. Byrne is very involved in international and 
humanitarian work. He served as a Johns Hopkins 
International Medical Director for over 10 years, assisting 
with the achievement of Joint Commission International 

accreditation for medical 
centers in Central America 
and Asia.  Dr. Byrne has 
traveled overseas his entire 
career, leading teams 
performing volunteer 
surgery and providing 
medical relief to those 
in need in developing 
countries around the world. 
He led a sustained effort 
with nonprofit organizations 
to develop a comprehensive 
multidisciplinary free 
program dedicated to the 
treatment of cleft lip, cleft 
palate and other facial 
deformities for children in 

Nicaragua and other developing countries.

SPOHNC is honored and grateful that Dr. Byrne has 
accepted this position on our MAB.  We appreciate his 
dedication to those who we both serve. Welcome, Dr. 
Byrne. We look forward to working with you. 

Find SPOHNC on 

Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and LinkedIn
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Support for People with Oral and Head and Neck Cancer, Inc. is grateful for the generosity of its contributors. 
Thanks to their support, SPOHNC is able to maintain and extend its programs of education and support to cancer survivors,

 their families and friends. With sincere appreciation to all.
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Ben Bidadi
                       Samuel A. Bishop	
                         Craig Bobseine	

Dave Brearton
                Bruce E. Brockstein, MD	

Pam Buennemeyer
                         Janie Burnside		

Judi G. Burten
                          Jean Callahan	
                Capital Management, Inc.                              	
	   John G. Comber		

Elisa Corcelli
                      Virginia Cornwell	

Marie H. Davis
                         Patrick A. Day	

Salvatore & Jean Diana
                          Paul Dobbin	

Rebecca S. Dresser
Morris L. Eaton

                          Thomas Eich	
Andrew Erman, CCC-SLP

   Keith Estes
                       Fidelity Charitable	

Greg J. Fix

Tina Flournoy, RDH
George Gebhart

                           John Gildow	
                     Katherine Hampton	
                       Judith A. Hanson	

Kathleen K. Hickey
                         Jeffrey D. Hill	

John M. Holland, MD
                    Carol J. Humphries	
                           Gail Jackson	

Gail James
Susan Jankowski

                        Bretton P. Jenks	
Mike Klaassen

                      Charles A. Knolls		
                     Victoria Kuchinski	

David Lowenstein
William James MacLeod

                          Jeff Maggied		
Thomas McCammon

                    Ronald H. McDaniel		
Kathleen McKevitt

                      Justin McNeill III		
Patti Meerschaert

                         Ellen Merrigan		
Margaret Minnick

                         Everett C. Moon		
                           Lynn Murphy	

                       Donna M. Murray		
Harlan & Pamela Niehaus

                         Gordon O’Brien		
                          Helen Ohsberg	
                         Arthur Perlman	
                          Suzanne Rague		
                         David Robinson	
                       Heather Robinson		
                         Kenneth Rossen	
                             Craig Roth		
                         Jerry L. Runyon	
                         Kathy Sattazahn		
                           Barbara Seery	
                              Lida Sethi	
                    Jeffery & Lorrie Shoop	
                         Lee A. Stranburg	
              Elliot W. Strong, MD, FACS	
                    Candace Tagliavento	
                          John J. Territo	
                          Rohan Tikekar	

UnitedHealth Group
  Robert Warrington

                         Harry J. Witczak	
                   Kathryn L. Witkowski	
                             Herb Ziev	
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BOOSTER
Contributions of $35 +

Donald Albright 
Jonathan S. Angel

Nicholas Biase 
J. Lawrie Bloom
Ralph Bloom III 
Charles Bonini

Gary Breech 
Curt Brown

CAF America 
Doretta Carr 

Uma Chandrasekaran 
Hank Clark
Gary Cless

Nancy Clifford
Mark Cogo  

Mary Ann Coppersmith
Robert Coyne

Constance Rode Craig 
Dorothy Cronin

Paul Dobbin
Maggie Dowling 

Sal Focone
Jonathan Gutchess

Capt. Edward W. Hosken, Jr.
Nancy Keller
Tracey Kruse 

Teresa M. Lewis 
Howard Lichtenstein

Charles Limroth 
Chuck Loeser
Randy Long

Reynold & Helene Mangones 
Michael S. Martino 
Elizabeth G. Miller 

Gene Monahan 
Anthony Montalbano 

Bradley Moskowitz
Lynn Murphy

Michael C. Olmstead
Hugh S. Pettis 

Janis Pirtle
Deborah Popp 

Mary Therese Regner
Michael B. Reitze 

Steve Retzlaff

Leo M. Roseman
Mike Rulon

Michelle A. Ryan 
Beth L. Sagerstrand 
Caroline M. Saylor

Linda F. Seiden 
Etienne J. Senac, Jr.

Jerome M. Stam 
Janet Stewart 

Robert A. Stewart
Robert Sulkis 
Alan Swenson 
John J. Territo 

Deborah Tingen
Kay Vandivier
Lily Vantosh
John Viverto

Donald C. Weightman 
Michael R. Wixom 

Regina Wozniak
Laszlo Zeke

FRIENDS OF SPOHNC
ANONYMOUS 
Helen Beamon
CAF America

Henry & Lilian Deneski 
Roslyn Factor 

Elizabeth Falkestern 
Gary M. Fereno 

Mary Ford
Keith Gardiner 

Miriam S. Grodberg 
Grace Hunter 
Steven Klimas 
Arlene Marcus 
Joan Meakin

Richard Millington 
Mary Oliva

Jeffery Redfern 
Jeffrey Thompson 

Marcia Wong

Become a member of SPOHNC today and receive all 8 issues of this newsletter
and our Product Directory.

Here’s what people are saying about becoming a SPOHNC member:

“To read your October issue of “News from SPOHNC” reminded me of what a great organization I have 
been a member of for the past 17 years.” ~ Philip Lo Presti, MD

“Wow! Just took a look at the Product Directory! You did a great job. Thank you.” ~ Jon T.

Call SPOHNC Today to Join Us! 1-800-377-0928 or go to spohnc.org

SPOHNC’s RESOURCES
We Have Walked In Your Shoes: A Guide to Living With Oral, Head and Neck Cancer 
- by Nancy E. Leupold  & James J. Sciubba, DMD, PhD

DIGITAL EDITION available now on our website for $7.99 
PRINT EDITION $14.95 includes shipping and handling

For Bulk order Discount Pricing contact SPOHNC at 1-800-377-0928 
or email us at info@spohnc.org

Eat Well Stay Nourished A Recipe and Resource Guide for Coping 
With Eating Challenges
compiled by Nancy E. Leupold, Founder

VOLUME ONE  $20.00 includes shipping and handling 
VOLUME TW0 $23.00 includes shipping and handling

Two Volume Set  - LIMITED TIME SPECIAL OFFER
$25 PER SET - A SAVINGS OF $15!!
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Nancy Leupold’s Loving Page 
Of Remembrance 2021

Gifts Have Been Given In Memory Of 
Howard Adolph by 

Gary & Dale Morgenstern
Rick Agee by John Agee, Joan Erickson, 

Randy Morgan, 
Gary Shelton, Martha Trubey

Gordon Andrews by 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Booth

Vince Angelo by Nancy Nye
Frank Avisato, Jr. by Brian Anderson, 

Jesse Ellis, Mildred Fitz-James
Douglas R. Ballou by

 Kathryne Ballou, Roy Wood
Bill Bartlett by Chuck Bartlett
Paul Bauer by Judy Thompson

Walter Bazzini by Rhana Bazzini
George Bohley, Jr. by Jane Bohley
Maria Boland by Edward Boland

Richard Boucher, Jr. by 
Albert Boucher, Teri Lotze, 

Don Tollefson
Bruce Burnside by Katherine Schuhr

Gerard “Gary” DeNapoli by 
Elizabeth DeNapoli

Tom Donnelly by Harriet Dembe
Kathy Erdman by Cindy Feinberg, 

Lisa Grossman, Edith Miller, 
Linda Sheftel

Rebecca Vivian Fishman by
 Joanne Fishman

Maria Folchetti by Tom Folchetti
Tim Gentzel by Beth Corpac

James Gillooly by Thomas Thompson
Patrick Gleason by Gladys Gleason

Frank J. Gormley by 
Eileen Sini-Gormley

Linda Graff  by Gary Graff
Cynthia R. Green by Iris Trotman

Janet Greenspan by Lisa Lachs
Tamra Sue Hamm by 
Sue Hamm Williams

Mary Haungs by Ben Kimbler
James F. Holbrook by Janis Rollins
Temple Igleburger by SPOHNC
John Jackson by Robyn Crossman 

William Keane, MD by Carol Keane
Bob Klauber by Alfred Tuckman

Jack Knetzger by Marilyn Knetzger
Barry Landers by Lynne & Bruce Blatt

Donald Eric Lewis by Tal Akins, 
Lori Conway, Bill & Linda Clyne, 

Julie Dorsch, Mckenzie Duke, 
Kathy Ferrando, Kathleen Fertitta, 

Lily Hamilton, Rebecca Holmes,
 Susan Hughes, Kelly Shumaker

Cathy Lindstrom by Amy Beilman
Henry Mager by Mike Mager
Gina Marie Mangiapane by

 Cynthia Hollebrands, Ray Violante
Cody McDonald by Vicki McDonald
Paul McGaharn by Donna Descano
Martha A. Miller by Edward Miller

Martha Monaco by Raffaella Monaco
Micki Naimoli by Ben Naimoli,

 Mr. & Mrs. Henry Booth
Pradeep Narechania by Sarita Boyd, 

Charu Doshi, Nishita Henry 
Aditi Narechania, Ankit Narechania, 

Khushboo Narechania, 
Kunjan Narechania, 
Saumya Narechania

Leonard Newland by 
Sydonne Newland

Chris Nicolau by Robert Cutro
Joseph E. Parisi by Diane Parisi

Margarita Passione by 
Linda Vila Passione

 Augusto Cunha, Janice Daly, 

Anthony (Tony) Ricci by
Joseph Caroccia, Kathleen Ciasullo, 

Lorraine Gomez, William Jaffe, 
D. Janasek, Ronald Kormis, 

Dieter Krebs, Richard Martino, 
Claire Painton, Phil Spletzer, 

Jennifer Stucklen, Jessica Wimmer, 
George Wissman, Michael Young

Anthony Rivello by Regina Rivello
Craig Ross by Richard Cash

Sherry Seitz by Margaret Seitz
Mark Shemansky by Joseph Hammond
Sherrie Simmers by Candace Bernard, 
Frederick Blakelock, Scott Campbell, 

Carmen Catanese, James Collins, 
Janice Davey, Roseanne Dent,

 Ron Dickerson, Frederick Doh, 
Patricia Donat, James Dougherty, 

Yakima Douglas, Madeline Dutton, 
Saul Edenbaum, Kathleen Esposito, 
Roger Garrett, Howard Goldberg,

 Emily Goyne, Donna Heath, 
Myra Hirschhorn, Beth Lawson, 

Cindy Mahler-Chiola, John Mapes, 
Kristen McGuire, Amy Mellides, 

Judith Miller, John Murphy, Ben Naimoli, 
Nancy Olivieri, Daniel Papadatos, 
Christian Simmers, Kara Simmers, 

Robert Simmers, Harold Smith, 
Don Urbanski, Shetal Vyas 

Monica Susana Smirnoff by 
Michael Levine 

Richard L Smith by 
Gary & Dale Morgenstern

SPOHNC’s Founder, Nancy Leupold by 
Marsha Oswalt, Alan Swenson

Jeff  Stoner by Tom Jewell
Guadalupe “Lupe” Vasquez by 

Larry Goldman
Robert White Jr. by Gerry White

Honorariums
Frank Avisato by Chris Pulley 

Amy & Lewis Beilman by 
Charlie Roth

Lewis Beilman by Eddie Ayers 
Neil Brody by Nanci Brody

Sarge Condit and Bob Wheeler by 
Karen Costello

Bill Cooper by Bill Cooper
John & Elaine Couri 

and Carl Reimerdes by 
Alfred & Susan Carfora

Gabrielle Duvall by Ari Kaplan
Everyone fighting cancer by

 Loretta Crawford
Dr. Joanne Fishman by 

Arlene Orenstein
Jonathan Freilich by Cherise Tasker

Gabriel Garcia by Edna Angeli

Valerie Goldstein and her leadership of  
SPOHNC’s Boston, MA Chapter by 

Sheila Goldstein
Arthur Gutowski by Gregg Gutowski
Rev. Richard Hamel by Richard Hamel

Pam Hess by Kathy Chambers
Dr. Subuhee Hussain by Steve Stern

Charles E. Isaacson by 
Charles Isaacson

Don Kassay by Jean Little 
Richard Kelnar by Elly Kelnar

Kim Kendrick by Susan Kendrick
Lauren Keys by Robert Alkire
Priscilla Kipp by Donald Kipp

Victoria Kostek by Christine Kostek
Life by John Haley

Mike Mager by Henry Mager
The Pepler Family by John Quealy
Dr. T. Phily and Danny Sullivan by 

Claire Sullivan

Joseph Prete by Marie Prete
Ted Reuter by Laurie Braatem-Reuter 

George & Carole Saire 
by Mr. & Mrs. Brindle

Steven Sheppard by Steven Sheppard
Dawn Sherwood by Geoffrey Sherwood 
Dr. Anurag Singh by Boris Kuvshinoff  

SPOHNC’s Executive Director, 
Mary Ann Caputo by 

Dr. Eugene & Mrs. Barbara Myers, 
Lawrence & Gina DiGiovanna, 

Steven Stern
SPOHNC’s Stony Brook Chapter by 

Dennis Staropoli
Dr. Elliot Strong by Eileen Sini-Gormley

Pat Suchor by Diane Williams
Dr. Sharon Taylor by Marjorie Freeman

Barbara J. Wilds by James Wilds
Janet Williams by Susan O’Connor

Cassandra E. Woods by Lewis Knight
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CHAPTERS OF SPOHNC
Contact SPOHNC at 1-800-377-0928 for Chapter information & Facilitator contact information.
PLEASE NOTE: Some Chapters are not holding meetings in person at this time due to COVID-19.  
Many groups have found other creative ways to support one another during 

this time of need.
 Call to SPOHNC to find out more.

SPOHNC 
1-800-377-0928

spohnc.org



SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE WITH ORAL AND HEAD AND NECK CANCER (SPOHNC)

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
☐ $30.00

☐ $35.00 Foreign (US Currency)

CONTRIBUTIONS
☐ Booster, $35+   ☐ Donor, $50+   ☐ Sponsor, $100+ 

☐ Patron, $500+   ☐ Benefactor, $1,000+   ☐ Founder, $5,000+  
☐ Leaders Circle, $10,000+  ☐ Visionary Circle $15,000+

Call 1-800-377-0928 
to become a member and make a contribution by credit card or order online at www.spohnc.org

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE WITH ORAL AND HEAD AND NECK CANCER, INC. 

P.O. Box 53, Locust Valley, NY 11560
Membership includes subscription to eight issues of News From SPOHNC & FREE Product Directory

Name______________________________________________________________Phone (________)__________________________

Address_________________________________________________Email Address________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________

City_________________________________________State________________Zip________________________

Please Check:   Survivor ____Friend  ____Health Professional (Specialty)  _______________________________________________

First time member__________  Returning member________

SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE WITH
ORAL AND HEAD AND NECK CANCER
P. O. BOX 53
LOCUST VALLEY,  NY 11560-0053

 NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

LOCUST VALLEY, NY
PERMIT NO. 28

Give a Gift to 

SPOHNC because ...

Together We Heal

For your convenience, your appeal envelope is enclosed


